
Fate and Faith
Some Luck
Pulitzer Prize-winner Jane
Smiley (A Thousand Acres) once
again writes about the farming
life in the first book of a planned
trilogy, Some Luck ($26.95,
Knopf, 9780307700315). Set
between the 1920s and 1950s —
with the Great Depression in
between — the story introduces us
to Rosanna and Walter Langdon
and their five wildly different yet equally remarkable
children. As they try to pass on their time-honored val-
ues, each of their children must decide whether to stay
on the farm or to leave it. Not only do we get an intimate
look at the family’s triumphs and tragedies, but come to
care deeply about what might happen next to each of the
Langdon children as they scatter from Iowa to
California and New York and all points in between. Rich
with humor and wisdom, twists and surprises, Some
Luck takes us through deeply emotional cycles of births
and deaths, passions, and betrayals, displaying Smiley’s
compassion and understanding of human nature and the
nature of history, never discounting the role of fate and
chance. Avail. 10/7

Lila
Iowa takes center stage again in the latest novel from
another Pulitzer Prize winner, Marilynne Robinson
(Gilead). Homeless and alone after years of roaming 
the countryside with Doll, the drifter
who rescued her from a neglected
childhood, Lila steps inside a small-
town church — the only available
shelter from the rain — and ignites a
romance and a debate that will
reshape her life. She becomes the
wife of a minister, John Ames, and
begins a new existence while trying to
make sense of the life that preceded
her newfound security. Lila reads the
Bible with Ames, even as he finds the
Calvinist doctrine of his upbringing
that dictates those who are not saved
are destined for hell too harsh. 

Could it mean that Lila’s
beloved Doll would never get
to Heaven? Lila ($26, FSG,
9780374187613) invites us to
share a deeply spiritual search
for the meaning of existence,
and the mysteries it holds. Avail.
10/2

The Book of Strange
New Things

Peter, a devoted man of faith, is called to the mission of
a lifetime, one that takes him galaxies away from his
wife, Bea. Immersed in the mysteries of an astonishing
new environment — overseen by an enigmatic corpora-
tion known only as USIC — Peter’s work introduces him
to a seemingly friendly native population struggling with
a dangerous illness and hungry for his teachings. Peter’s
Bible is called “the book of strange new things.” But
Peter is rattled when Bea’s letters from home become
increasingly desperate: typhoons and earthquakes are
devastating whole countries, and governments are crum-
bling. Bea’s faith, once the guiding light of their lives,
begins to falter. Michel Faber, author of the highly
acclaimed The Crimson Petal and the White, now brings
us The Book of Strange New Things ($28, Hogarth,
9780553418842), a profound meditation on faith, love
tested beyond endurance, and our responsibility to those
closest to us. Avail. 10/28
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Dear Booklover,

 KEEPING IT LOCAL!DOING OUR PART
TO KEEP AMERICA 
INTERESTING

Mindy Ostrow & Bill Reilly, Owners

Bleeding Orange: Fifty Years 
of Blind Referees, Screaming 
Fans, Beasts of the East, 
and Syracuse Basketball 
by Jim Boeheim with 
Jack McCallum ($27.99, 
Harper, 9780062316646)
Pre-order your copy now!

BOEHEIM BIO ON SALE NOVEMBER 4

DID YOU KNOW? 

When your book group 
orders thr ough the river’s 
end, you receive a 20% 
discount on your selected 
title. And we are always 
happy to recommend your 
next read. Just ask!

Check out the Fall 
2014 lineup at www.
oswegomusichall.org.
Purchase your tickets at the 
river’s end bookstore.

OSWEGO MUSIC HALL

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Saturday, November 29



A Few of Our Favorite Authors
Jodi Picoult
… is one of our favorite authors (The Storyteller, Sing You
Home, My Sister’s Keeper), for her riveting storylines,
nuanced characters, and the richness of her prose. Her
latest novel, Leaving Time ($28, Ballantine,
9780345544926), though, is a real page-turner. Jenna
Metcalf has never stopped thinking about her mother,
Alice, who mysteriously disappeared in the wake of a
tragic accident. Refusing to believe that Alice would
have abandoned her, Jenna pores over the pages of
Alice’s old journals for clues and enlists the aid of a psy-
chic and a private detective. Together, they realize that
in asking hard questions, they’ll have to face even hard-
er answers.

Richard Ford
… sealed his reputation as an American master by intro-
ducing us to Frank Bascombe (Independence Day, The
Sportswriter, The Lay of the Land), whose  aspirations,
sorrows, longings, achievements and failings we have
come to know. In his new book, Let Me Be Frank With
You ($27.99, Ecco, 9780061692062), Ford reinvents
Bascombe in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy as he
attempts to reconcile, interpret and console a world
undone by calamity. Through Bascombe’s (and Ford’s)
eyes, you’ll recognize the America we live in at this
moment.

Garth Stein
… became one of our favorite authors when we fell in
love with Enzo, the canine narrator of The Art of Racing
in the Rain. Stein’s latest, A Sudden Light ($26.95, Simon
& Schuster, 9781439187036), is a multigenerational fam-
ily saga, a historical novel, a ghost story, and the story of
a contemporary family’s struggle to connect with each
other — all rolled into one. Once again, Stein demon-
strates his capacity for empathy, a keen understanding of
human motivation, and his rare ability to see the unseen.

Ian McEwan
… as he did in Atonement and Amsterdam, will keep you
thoroughly engrossed until the very last page of his new
novel, The Children Act ($25, Nan Talese, 978-
0385539708). The welfare of children in Great Britain
came to the forefront with the passage of the 1989
Children Act. Family Court Judge Fiona Maye becomes
deeply involved in the case of a 17-year-old boy dying of
leukemia, whose parents refuse him a life-saving transfu-
sion because of their religious beliefs — simultaneously
trying to save her crumbling marriage. 

Hilary Mantel
… is the two-time winner of the Man Booker Prize for her
best-selling novels, Wolf Hall and its sequel, Bring Up the
Bodies. She acutely writes about gender, marriage, class,
family, and sex, cutting to the core of human experience in
this collection of stories, The Assassination of Margaret
Thatcher ($27, Henry Holt, 9781627792103). Whether a
ghost story, a vampire story, a near-memoir, or mini-saga of
family and social fracture, Mantel — with an unsparing eye
and wicked humor — demonstrates what modern England
has become.

Margaret Atwood
… is the author of more than forty books of fiction, poetry,
and critical essays (like The Handmaid’s Tale, Oryx and
Crake, and Maddaddam). She speaks to our times with
deadly accuracy within Stone Mattress ($25.95, Nan Talese,
9780385539128), an imaginative collection that includes
three linked stories that explore the romantic entangle-
ments of a group of artists and writers. Atwood is at the top
of her darkly humorous and seriously playful game.

Colm Tóibín
… is a master of character study, as he demonstrated in
other books like Brooklyn and The Master. Set in Wexford,
Ireland, his seventh novel introduces the formidable and
memorable Nora Webster ($27, Scribner, 9781439138335).
Widowed at forty, with four children and not enough money,
Nora fears she may be drawn back into the stifling world
into which she was born. Drowning in sorrow, she is blind to
the suffering of her young sons; yet she has moments of
stunning empathy and kindness. But when Nora begins to
sing again — after decades — she finds herself anew.
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Available
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Elin Hilderbrand
… lives on Nantucket Island, so it only makes sense
that Nantucket is the setting for several of her nov-
els (Summerland, Beautiful Day, The Matchmaker).

Now, in her first Christmas novel, Winter Street
($25, Little, Brown, 9780316376112), a family gathers

on Nantucket for a holiday filled with surprises. The
delightfully dysfunctional Quinn family will survive a love
triangle, an unplanned pregnancy, a federal crime, a small
house fire, many shots of whiskey, and endless rounds of
Christmas caroling, in this heart-warming novel about
coming home for the holidays.



Perfidia
Chosen amongst the top ten mysteries of the season by
Publishers Weekly, Perfidia ($28.95, Knopf,
9780307956996), by James Ellroy, tells the story of an
investigation into the death of a Japanese-American fami-
ly the day before Pearl Harbor is attacked. Was it murder
or ritual suicide? A note at the scene, written in Japanese,
suggests foreknowledge of the ominous event to come. It’s
up to a top-notch forensic chemist, a risk-taking young
woman, real-life police officer “Whiskey Bill” Parker, and
corrupt police officer Dudley Smith (of L.A. Confidential
fame) to find out. You’ll see why Ellroy has earned a rep-
utation as the “Demon Dog of American Crime Fiction.”

Rooms
After Richard Walker dies, his embittered ex-wife and two
sullen children arrive at his mansion to claim their inheri-
tance. But the mansion is also home to Alice and Sandra,
two long-dead and restless ghosts whose voices cannot be
heard, but make their presence known never-the-less.
When a new ghost appears, and Walker’s son begins to
communicate with her, the spirit and human worlds collide
— with cataclysmic results. Rooms ($25.99, Ecco,
9780062223197), an imaginative ghost story and searing
family drama, proves that acclaimed YA author Lauren
Oliver will appeal to readers of all ages.

The Laughing Monsters
Winner of the National Book Award for Tree of Smoke,
Denis Johnson returns with a literary spy thriller, The
Laughing Monsters ($25, FSG, 9780374280598). Michael
Adriko, who calls himself a soldier of fortune, invites his
friend Roland Nair to return to Sierra Leone, with hopes
of again making a lot of money. With Michael’s American
fiancé in tow, they set out to visit Adriko’s clan in the
Uganda-Congo borderland, all the while shadowed by
Interpol, Mossad, and MI6 — but each of these travelers
is keeping secrets from the others. Shifting military and
political loyalties in a post-9/11 world make for a suspense-
ful tale.

Cobra
Celebrated as the “King of South African crime,” Deon
Meyer is a world-class writer whose page-turning thrillers
probe the social and racial complexities of his native coun-
try. In his latest novel, Cobra ($26, Atlantic Monthly,
9780802123244), the bodies of three people are found at
an exclusive guest house in the beautiful Franschhoek wine
valley. Two of them were professional bodyguards, but the
British citizen they were meant to be protecting is nowhere
to be found; left behind are his brand new passport, new

Past, Present, and Future Secrets
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suitcase, and new clothes. And the spent shell cases bear a
chilling engraving: the flaring head of a spitting cobra.
From Cape Town’s famous waterfront to a deadly show-
down on a suburban train, Cobra hurtles towards a shock-
ing finale — and someone may not make it out alive.

The Midnight Plan of the Repo Man
Looking for a laugh-out-loud, keep-you-up-late, 
irresistible read? We’ll have just the ticket … The
Midnight Plan of the Repo Man ($24.99, Tor/Forge,
9780765377487), by W. Bruce Cameron. Like his other
bestsellers, A Dog’s Purpose and A Dog’s Journey, you’ll
meet Jake, a loyal but lazy Basset hound. But the story is
more about his human companion, Ruddy McCann, whose
romance with Katie takes an unexpected turn when he
starts to hear her father’s voices in his head.

The Means
Ambition and power are only a few of the elements need-
ed to win in today’s ruthless world of politics. The main
characters in Douglas Brunt’s latest novel, The Means
($26, Touchstone, 9781476772578), are a bold and brash
conservative trial attorney tapped by the GOP as presiden-
tial material, the President-elect whose father is deter-
mined to create a political dynasty, and a journalist in
dogged pursuit of a ten-year-old story that could trigger a
scandal that would upend the political landscape.
Everyone has something to hide when the stakes are this
high.

Station Eleven
Set in the eerie days of civilization’s collapse, Station
Eleven ($24.95, Knopf, 9780385353304), tells the spell-
binding story of a Hollywood star, his would-be savior, and
a nomadic group of actors roaming the scattered outposts
of the Great Lakes region, risking everything for art and
humanity. Emily St. John Mandel, whose previous novels
The Singer’s Gun and The Lola Quartet were indie
favorites, now brings us a post-apocalyptic story about the
relationships that sustain us, the ephemeral nature of
fame, and the beauty of the world as we know it.

Available
10/28

Available
11/4

Available
10/7

Thanks for 
shopping 
indie!



Salt & Storm
Sixteen-year-old Avery Roe wants only to take her
rightful place as the witch of Prince Island, making the
charms that keep the island’s whalers safe at sea, but
her mother has forced her into a magic-free world of
proper manners and respectability. When Avery
dreams she’s to be murdered, she knows time is run-
ning out to unlock her magic and save herself. Kendall
Kulper’s Salt & Storm ($18, Little Brown,
9780316404518) is a sweeping historical novel about
discovering magic when it is most needed. Ages 12+

Confessions
After investigating multiple homicides and her family’s
decades-old skeletons in the closet, Tandy Angel is
finally reunited with her lost love in Paris. But as he
grows increasingly distant, Tandy is confronted with
disturbing questions about him, as well as what “really”
happened to her long-dead sister. James Patterson
leads this brilliant teenage detective through Paris on a
trail of lies years in the making, with shocking revela-
tions around every corner in Confessions ($18, Little
Brown, 9780316370844). Ages 12+

Blue Lily, Lily Blue
Maggie Stiefvater, the bestselling author of the mes-
merizing Raven Cycle series, presents Blue Lily, Lily
Blue ($18.99, Scholastic, 9780545424967) the third
installment. Touted as “mind-blowing” and “incredibly
rich,” Stiefvater’s supernatural thriller/mysteries
always offer one surprise after another with writing
that melds magic and reality into a totally believable
story. Ages 13+

Party Games
Her friends warn her not to go to Brendan Fear’s birth-
day party at his family’s estate on mysterious Fear
Island. But Rachel Martin has a crush on Brendan and
is excited to be invited. Brendan has a lot of party
games planned. But one game no one planned intrudes
on his party — the game of murder. As the guests start
dying one by one, Rachel realizes to her horror that she
and the other teenagers are trapped on the tiny island
with someone who may want to kill them all. 
R.L. Stine’s scare-you-silly Party Games ($17.99,
Griffin, 9781250051615) is the perfect Halloween read.
Ages 12+

Magic & Intrigue Why We Love
Reading

So We Read On
With rigor, wit, and infectious enthusiasm, Maureen
Corrigan — National Public Radio’s book critic for “Fresh
Air” — inspires us to re-experience F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The
Great Gatsby and cuts to the heart of why, as a culture, we are
captivated by its enduring power. James Lee Burke describes
this as “an expression of love for one of the most lyrical,
engaging and prescient novels in the English language.” So
We Read On ($26, Little, Brown, 978-0316230070) takes us
into archives, classrooms, and even out onto the Long Island
Sound to explore the novel’s hidden depths, the creation of a
writer who died believing himself a failure. 

Fire Shut Up in My Bones
New York Times columnist Charles M. Blow mines the com-
pelling poetry of the out-of-time African-American
Louisiana town where he grew up — a place where slavery’s
legacy felt astonishingly close, reverberating in the elders’
stories and in the near-constant wash of violence. Fire Shut
Up in My Bones ($27, HMH, 9780544228047) is a moving
memoir of how one of America’s most innovative and
respected journalists faced his painful past — and found his
voice. 

Tennessee Williams: 
Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh
John Lahr gives intimate access to the mind of one of the
most brilliant dramatists of his century, whose plays reshaped
the American theater and the nation’s sense of itself.  Lahr
sheds a light on Tennessee Williams’s warring family, his
guilt, his creative triumphs and failures, his sexuality and
numerous affairs, his misreported death, even the shenani-
gans surrounding his estate in Tennessee Williams: Mad
Pilgrimage of the Flesh ($39.95, Norton, 9780393021240), a
masterful, insightful, and thrilling biography of a major
American playwright.
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10/6
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10/21
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I have found it easier to identify with the characters who verge upon hysteria, 
who were frightened of life, who were desperate to reach out to another person. 

But these seemingly fragile people are the strong people really.

— Tennessee Williams



Let’s Read a Story!
Curious George Goes
to a Bookstore

George’s favorite author is signing at the new
bookstore in town. Waiting in line is hard when
you’re as curious as our little monkey, espe-
cially when surrounded by so many great
books! George has fun browsing but then
takes organizing some open boxes of books
into his own hands, with surprising results.
Children will love his silly antics as George
explores the wonderful world that is the local
bookstore in this latest monkey tale, Curious
George Goes to a Bookstore ($13.99, HMH,
9780544320734). Ages 3-7

Jack
Beloved author-illustrator Tomie dePaola
returns with Jack ($17.99, Nancy Paulsen
Books, 9780399161544), a fairy tale with
scenes from familiar nursery rhymes. When
Jack sets out to see the world and find a place
of his own, he’s surprised to attract a following
of enthusiastic animal friends eager to join
him on his quest. Jack and his entourage all
have high hopes that they will find just what
they are looking for as they travel on their
merry way. Children will delight in the cumu-
lative chorus of animal sounds as the pages get
more and more crowded with the residents of
this delightful kingdom. Ages 3-5

Before After
Everyone knows that a tiny acorn grows into a
mighty oak and a caterpillar becomes a butter-
fly. But in this clever, visually enchanting vol-
ume, it’s also true that a cow can result in both
a bottle of milk and a painting of a cow, and an
ape in a jungle may become an urban King
Kong. Just as day turns into night and back

Little Boo
The leaves fall, the wind blows, and one little pump-
kin seed tries and tries to be scary. But he doesn’t
scare anyone... not the snowflakes in winter, not the
bees in spring, not even the watering can! The wind
tells him to be patient — he’ll be scary soon enough.
But waiting is hard. Stephen Wunderli’s Little Boo
($16.99, Henry Holt, 978-0805097085) is more than
a fun Halloween read — it is a heartwarming tale
perfect for any child who can’t wait to grow up.
Ages 3-7

Only a Witch Can Fly
Only a witch can fly. But one little girl wants to fly more
than anything. So on a special night, with the moon
shining bright and her cat by her side, she gathers her-
self up, grips her broom tight, and she tries. And she
fails. But she’s brave, so she tries again. Bestselling
author Alison McGhee offers Only a Witch Can Fly
($16.99, Square Fish, 9781250004062), an utterly
enchanting tale about finding your own path. Ages 4-8

again, a many-tiered cake is both created and eaten
down to a single piece. No words are necessary in
Matthias Aregui’s Before After ($19.99, Candlewick,
9780763676216), a beautiful rumination of the passage
of time. Ages 4-8. Avail. 10/14

I’m My Own Dog
Many dogs have human owners. Not this dog. He
fetches his own slippers, curls up at his own feet, and
gives himself a good scratch. But there is one spot, in
the middle of his back, that he just can’t reach. So
one day, he lets a human scratch it. And the poor lit-
tle fella follows him home. What can the dog do but
get a leash to lead the guy around with? Dog lovers of
all ages will revel in the humorous role-reversal as
this dog teaches his human all the skills he needs to
be a faithful companion in I’m My Own Dog ($15.99,
Candlewick, 9780763661397) by Caldecott Honor
winner David Ezra Stein. Ages 4-8

If Kids Ran the World
Two-time Caldecott Medalists Leo and Diane Dillon
show children playfully creating a more generous,
peaceful world where everyone shares with others. A
tribute to peace and a celebration of diverse cultures,
If K ids Ran the World ($18.99, Blue Sky,
9780545441964), the last collaboration by the Dillons,
captures the wondrous joy of all people, and the
unique beauty shining forth within each one of us.
Ages 5-8

Viva Frida
Frida Kahlo’s life was filled with laughter, love, and
tragedy, all of which influenced what she painted on
her canvases. Distinguished author-illustrator Yuyi
Morales illuminates Frida’s life and work in Viva Frida
($17.99, Roaring Brook, 9781596436039), an elegant
and fascinating book about one of the world’s most
famous and revered artists. Ages 4-7

Available
10/7
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Frank Einstein and the 
Antimatter Motor
Frank Einstein loves figuring out how the world works by creat-
ing household contraptions that are part science, part imagina-
tion, and definitely unusual. After an uneventful experiment in
his garage-lab, a lightning storm and flash of electricity bring
Frank’s inventions — the robots Klink and Klank — to life! Using
real science, favorite author Jon Scieszka has created a unique
world of adventure and science fiction — an irresistible chemical
reaction for middle-grade readers — in Frank Einstein and the
Antimatter Motor ($13.95, Amulet, 9781419712180). Ages 8-12

The Monsterator
When he entered a dusty costume store — one
that he hadn’t seen before — he got what he’d
bargained for ... and more. Enter the
Monsterator if you dare. Put a coin in the slot ...
but beware! Join Master Edgar Dreadbury as he
discovers a machine that changes people into
monsters in The Monsterator ($17.99, Roaring
Brook, 9781596438552), a spooky Halloween
adventure from Keith Graves. Ages 7-10

The Heroes of Olympus #5: 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid #9: 
The Long Haul
Greg Heffley and his family hit the road in author-
illustrator Jeff Kinney’s latest installment of the phe-
nomenally bestselling Diary of a Wimpy Kid series, The
Long Haul ($13.95, Amulet, 9781419711893). What
will unfold on their adventure? Mark your calendar
and be ready for another hilarious ride. Ages 8-12

The Blood of Olympus
Though the Greek and Roman crew members of the
Argo II have made progress in their many quests, they
still seem no closer to defeating the earth mother,
Gaea. Her giants have risen — all of them — and
they’re stronger than ever. They must be stopped
before the Feast of Spes, when Gaea plans to have two
demigods sacrificed in Athens. She needs their blood
— the blood of Olympus — in order to wake. Rick
Riordan returns with another nail-biting adventure in
The Blood of Olympus ($19.99, Disney Press,
9781423146735). Ages 8-12

House of Night #12: Redeemed
Zoey Redbird is in trouble. Having released the Seer
Stone to Aphrodite, and surrendered herself to the
Tulsa Police, she has isolated herself, determined to
face the punishment she deserves. Only the love of
those closest to her can save her from the Darkness in
her spirit. When Neferet, a self-proclaimed Dark
Goddess, emerges as evil unleashed and is enslaving
the citizens of Tulsa, the vampyres of the House of
Night band with the police, and are gathering every
last resource they have, but they know that only Zoey

has the power to vanquish her. Internationally bestselling
author Kristin Cast returns with Redeemed ($18.99, Griffin,

9780312594442), the final novel in the series that takes us into an
epic battle of light versus darkness — who is redeemed and who is

forever lost. Ages 12-18

Fall Into a Good Book!
Animalium
“Welcome to the Museum” is a series of books set on the
“walls” of the printed page, showcasing the world’s finest col-
lections of objects — from natural history to art. In Jenny
Broom’s Animalium ($35, Big Picture, 9780763675080), the
first in the series, you’ll visit the animal kingdom in glorious
detail with full-color specimens accompanied by lively,
informative narration. Best of all, this museum is open 365
days of the year! This is a beautiful gift for children who love
going on an expedition to see the world come alive. Ages 8-12

Spirit Animals #5: Against the Tide
The sun is shining in the Hundred Isles, and yet the path 
forward seems crowded with shadows. Conor, Abeke, Meilin,
and Rollan have traveled across the world, seeking a set of
powerful talismans in order to keep them from enemy hands.
Throughout their journey the young heroes have been hound-
ed by pursuers, who always seem to know just where to find
them. Now they know why. One of them is a traitor. The
adventure continues in Tui Sutherland’s bestselling series with
Against the Tide ($12.99, Scholastic, 9780545522472). 
Ages 8-12

Egg & Spoon
Elena Rudina lives in the impoverished Russian countryside.
Her father has been dead for years. One of her brothers has
been conscripted into the Tsar’s army, the other taken as a
servant in the house of the local landowner. Her mother is
dying, slowly, in their tiny cabin. And there is no food. But
then a train arrives in the village, a train carrying untold
wealth, a cornucopia of food, and a noble family destined to
visit the Tsar in Saint Petersburg — a family that includes
Ekaterina, a girl of Elena’s age. When the lives of these two
girls collide, an adventure is set in motion, one that includes

mistaken identity, a monk locked in a tower, a prince traveling incognito, and Baba
Yaga, a witch of Russian folklore in Egg & Spoon ($17.99, Candlewick,
9780763672201), a dazzling fantasy by master storyteller Gregory Maguire. 
Ages 12-17
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You Are Here
Astronaut Christopher Hadfield takes us on a planetary
photo tour from the International Space Station to illu-
minate the history and consequences of human settle-
ment, the magnificence (and wit) of never-before-
noticed landscapes, and the power of the natural forces
shaping our world and the future of our species. Lift off
with Hadfield in You Are Here ($26, Little Brown,
9780316379649) to discover a surprising, playful,
thought-provoking and visually delightful world.

WTF, Evolution?!
Mara Grunbaum is a very smart, very funny sci-
ence writer who celebrates the best or, really, the
worst of Evolution’s blunders. Here are more than
100 outlandish mammals, reptiles, insects, fish,
birds, and other creatures whose very existence
leaves us shaking our heads and muttering
“WTF?!” Take the Regal Horned Lizard that can
shoot three-foot streams of blood from its eyes. Or
the babirusas with overgrown teeth that curl back-
ward over their face. Discover creatures a world
beyond the back yard or the State Park in WTF,
Evolution?!: A Theory of Unintelligible Design
($12.95, Workman, 9780761180340).

Friends Forever
Warm, witty, and sure to bring an instant smile, Friends
Forever ($9.95, National Geographic, 9781426213687)
is the perfect way to say how much a friend means to
you. This endearing collection of friendly animal faces
brought to life with fun and pithy sayings is a fun and
meaningful way to share your appreciation for the spe-
cial friends in your life.

Daily Gratitude
It’s the season of appreciation and leave it to the pho-
tographers with National Geographic to capture images
from the natural world and pair them with insightful
messages. Daily Gratitude: 365 Days of Reflection
($19.99, National Geographic, 9781426213793) is a
beautiful book to have nearby all year long — as a
reminder to savor what’s really important in life. 

A Wild, Beautiful World
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Really Important Stuff 
My Dog Has Taught Me
We can learn so much from our pets. In Cynthia
Copeland’s Really Important Stuff My Dog Has
Taught Me ($12.95, Workman, 9780761181798), you’ll
discover irresistible photographs with a simple, time-
less message. Imagine two happy dogs sleeping, one on
top of the other with the message: “Sometimes you
need the pillow. Sometimes you ‘are’ the pillow.” We

also like “Make it squeak until someone pays attention.” This is a fun “go-to” gift
for animal lovers.  

Underwater Puppies
Many of us totally fell in love with the swimming
canines in Seth Casteel’s Underwater Dogs. Now,
he’s sharing more than 80 portraits of the cutest,
most playful and exuberant puppies in Underwater
Puppies ($21, Little Brown, 9780316254892). This
collection of unpublished photos confirm award-
winning photographer Casteel’s passion for working
with animals as he captures the gleeful and goofy
expressions of the puppies as they dive, swim, and
paddle for that favorite toy. 

The Birds of Pandemonium
Pandemonium Aviaries is a conservation organization dedi-
cated to saving and breeding birds at the edge of extinction.
Each morning at first light, Michele Raffin awakens to the
bewitching music that heralds another day, a symphony that
swells from the most vocal of over 350 avian throats repre-
senting over 40 species. Their stories make up the heart of
The Birds of Pandemonium ($24.95, Algonquin,
9781616201364). There’s Sweetie, a tiny quail with an outsize
personality; the inspiring Oscar, a Lady Gouldian finch who
can’t fly but finds a way to reach the highest perches of his

aviary to roost; the silent kinship that develops between Amadeus, a
one-legged turaco, and an autistic young visitor. You’ll be captivated by

this one-woman crusade to save precious lives, bird by bird, and how following a
passion can transform not only oneself but also the world. 

Available
10/14

Available
10/7

Available
10/21

Available
10/7

At some point in life, the world’s
beauty becomes enough.

— Toni Morrison

At some point in life, the world’s
beauty becomes enough.

— Toni Morrison



Understanding Our World
Political Order and Political Decay
Taking up the essential question of how societies develop
strong, impersonal, and accountable political institutions,
Francis Fukuyama follows the story from the French
Revolution to the so-called Arab Spring and the deep dys-
functions of contemporary American politics in Political
Order and Political Decay ($35, FSG, 9780374227357),
the second volume in the bestselling work on the history
of the modern state. Fukuyama examines the effects of
corruption on governance, why some regions have thrived
and developed more quickly than others, and he boldly
reckons with the future of democracy in the face of a ris-
ing global middle class and entrenched political paralysis
in the West in this fascinating new volume.

Pay Any Price
Ever since 9/11, America has fought an endless war on
terror, seeking enemies everywhere and never promising
peace. In Pay Any Price: Greed, Power, and Endless War
($28, HMH, 9780544341418), Pulitzer Prize-winning
investigative reporter James Risen reveals an extraordi-
nary litany of the hidden costs of that war: from squan-
dered and stolen dollars, to outrageous abuses of power,
to wars on normalcy, decency, and truth. If power cor-
rupts, endless war corrupts absolutely.

Fields of Blood
Renowned and bestselling author Karen Armstrong (A
History of God) examines the impulse toward violence in
each of the world’s great religions in her latest work,
Fields of Blood: Religion and the History of Violence ($30,
Knopf, 9780307957047). Reviewing each of the world’s
great religions throughout time, Armstrong shows how
and in what measure religions, in their relative maturity,
came to absorb modern belligerence – and what hope
there might be for peace among believers in our time. 

Lincoln’s Gamble
On July 12, 1862, Abraham Lincoln spoke for the first
time of his intention to free the slaves. On January 1, 1863,
Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation, doing
precisely that. In between, however, was perhaps the most
tumultuous six months of his presidency, an episode dur-
ing which the sixteenth president fought bitterly with his
generals, disappointed his cabinet, and sank into painful
bouts of depression. In Lincoln’s Gamble ($27, Scribner,
9781451693867), Todd Brewster focuses on this critical
period that determined the destiny of our nation where
our president chose to act based on his political instincts
and knowledge of the war.  Brewster expertly brings this
fascinating moment in history to life.

A Path Appears
New York Times op-ed columnist Nicholas Kristof and his
wife Sheryl WuDunn were awarded the Pulitzer Prize in
1990 for their reporting on China. Their latest work, A
Path Appears: Transforming Lives, Creating Opportunity
($27.95, Knopf, 9780385349918), taps the deep human
yearning to make a difference, and is the basis for a new
PBS series. With scrupulous research and on-the-ground
reporting, they introduce us to the truly needy in the world
and show examples of charities and particular people who
have made a difference. Uplifting and inspiring. 

How We Got to Now
Bestselling author Steven Johnson (Where Good Ideas
Comes From) examines the origins of great ideas and
explores the history of innovation over the centuries in
How We Got to Now: Six Innovations That Made the
Modern World ($30, Riverhead, 9781594632969), accom-
panied by a major six-part series on PBS. He traces facets
of modern life (refrigeration and eyeglass lenses to name
a few) from their creation by hobbyists, amateurs, and
entrepreneurs to their unintended consequences in this
fascinating and engaging look at innovation.   

The Innovators
Following his blockbuster biography of Steve Jobs, The
Innovators ($35, S&S, 9781476708690) is Walter
Isaacson’s revealing story of the people who created the
computer and the Internet. Isaacson explores the talents
that allowed certain inventors and entrepreneurs to turn
their visionary ideas into disruptive realities, what led to
their creative leaps, and why some succeeded and others
failed in this fascinating history of the digital revolution
and guide to how innovation really happens. Avail. 10/7

Enough
Gabrielle Giffords is known across the country for her
resilience in the face of violence, and for her consensus-
building leadership in Congress. After the 2011 Tucson
shooting that nearly took her life, basic questions con-
sumed Gabby Giffords and her family. How could we pro-
tect gun rights for law abiding citizens while keeping
firearms out of the hands of criminals and the mentally ill?
In Enough ($25, Scribner, 9781476750071) Gabby and her
husband, astronaut Mark Kelly, reveal their bold but sen-
sible path forward, preserving the right to own guns for
collection, recreation, and protection while taking com-
mon-sense actions to prevent the next Tucson, Aurora, or
Newtown. 
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Available
10/7

Available
10/28

Available
10/7

Available
9/30



America — Farm to Table
Mario Batali, who knows the importance of fresh
ingredients to any amazing dish, sees farmers as the
rock stars of the food world. In his new book, he cele-
brates American farmers: their high quality products
and their culture defined by hard work, integrity, and
pride. Travel across the country with Mario in over 100
recipes, stories and photos in the pages of America —
Farm to Table ($35, Grand Central, 9781455584680), a
beautiful gift for all who love fresh and local foods. A
special treat for road travelers who will plan their trips

based on Mario’s delicious discoveries! 

Jamie Oliver’s Comfort Food
Internationally beloved chef Jamie Oliver presents the
best comfort food recipes from around the world,
inspired by everything from childhood memories to the
changing of the seasons in Jamie Oliver’s Comfort
Food ($34.99, Ecco, 9780062305619). Jamie says it’s all
about the dishes that are close to your heart — that put
a smile on your face and make you feel happy and
loved — the foods that are enjoyed on weekends, holi-
days, and special occasions. Whether you’re cooking
for yourself or a big group of family and friends, look
here for celebrating the beauty of good food. 

Make It Ahead
When it comes to our busy lives and schedules, it’s
always good to know there are things that you can
make ahead. Ina Garten, beloved cookbook author and
host of the “Barefoot Contessa” television show, shares
recipes that can be prepped, cooked, and assembled in
advance in Make It Ahead ($35, Clarkson Potter,
9780307464880). From delicious drinks that are ready
to serve the moment your guests arrive to soups you
can enjoy and freeze for later, main dishes that can be
made a day ahead to recipes for the biggest cooking day
of the year — Thanksgiving — you’ll be right on track
to feel at ease with your guests and ready to enjoy your
fabulous meal.

Under the Walnut Tree
Each year, there are cookbooks published in anticipa-
tion of the holidays — gorgeous books that are a feast
for the eyes as well as the palate. Anna Bergenstrom’s
interest in food and cooking style is influenced by her
childhood years spent in Provence, France, her home
country of Sweden, and her travels around the world. In
Under the Walnut Tree: 400 Recipes Inspired by
Seasonal Ingredients ($39.95, Rizzoli, 9781742702070),
she takes us on a culinary global adventure from Spain
to Thailand and from avocados to cardamom. With 400
recipes and beautiful photos, you can travel to a new
country any day of the year.

Let’s Gather & Celebrate
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The American Plate
For generations, people have proudly defined themselves
and their values through their national cuisine. Libby
O’Connell, lead historian at the History Channel, intro-
duces us to lost American food traditions and leads us on
a tantalizing culinary journey through the evolution of
our vibrant cuisine and culture in The American Plate: A
Culinary History in 100 Bites ($26.99, Sourcebooks,
9781492603023). Covering a hundred different foods
from the Native American-era through today and featur-
ing over a dozen recipes and photos, this fascinating and
mouth-watering history of American food will delight
history buffs and food lovers alike. 

The Messy Baker
Don’t we just love desserts that are gooey, drippy, bubbly
and messy? Charmain Christie celebrates baking in the
real world — sweet, messy, fun, and always a way to show
love and affection — in The Messy Baker: More Than 75
Delicious Recipes from a Real K itchen ($24.99, Rodale,
9781623361877). From hand-held baked goods ready for
dunking to savory selections we think of as comfort food,
you’ll find uncomplicated instructions for imperfect
foods that we love to eat and share.

Camille Styles Entertaining
Event stylist Camille Styles offers the perfect solution for
special gatherings to celebrate occasions like major holi-
days, milestones, and big birthdays in Camille Styles
Entertaining: Inspired Gatherings and Effortless Style
($29.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780062297273). Filled with
dozens of delicious recipes, DIY projects, tried-and-true
tips for menu planning, table settings, the perfect
wardrobe, and most of all, staying stress-free, Styles will
help you transform a “normal” day into a fun gathering,
engage the senses with beauty, and create unforgettable
memories with family and friends.

Make and Give
A handmade gift — even the smallest and simplest of ges-
tures — brings a smile and makes a moment more mean-
ingful. Any day, not just holidays and specific occasions, is
an opportunity to create and give. The designers and
crafters who created Make and Give: Simple and Modern
Crafts to Brighten Every Day ($21.95, Roost,
9781611801484) present projects that require no special
skill and you can engage children in many of the projects.
Find out what these top crafters create to give to their
own friends and family.

Available
9/16

Available 
10/14



CLARE
Another Side of Bob Dylan

Another 
Side of Bob Dylan: A Personal History on 
the Road and Off the Tracks

CONNOR
Th e Lesser Dead

The Lesser Dead

Christopher Buehlman 
delivers a fresh piece that’s good to the last bite! See upcoming events.

DEBORA H
Th e Longest Road

The Longest Road

Lisette is our newest 
bookseller, a sophomore in 

the MBA Program
at SUNY Oswego.
Look for Lisette’s 

recommendations in 
forthcoming newsletters

and on our website.

ALECIA
Falling into Place 

Falling into Place

BANNA
Th e Shock of the Fall 

The Shock of the Fall

Where the Moon Isn’t

Available
10/7

MEET
LISETTE DUFORE

Available
01/15



AN EVENING WITH
 

Thursday, October 16 @ 7:30 pm

Tuesday, October 28 @ 7 pm

The Lesser Dead

The Lesser Dead

Photo by Anne Fishbein

Thursday, October 23 @ 7 pm

Reach Out in the Darkness: How Music Saved My 
Mortal Soul


